NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 2000*402724 

Date of Draft: October 21, 2003 

Examiner: Takeshi YONEYAMA 9324 3V00 

Patent Attorney: Hiroshi OHKAWA 

Applied Article: Art. 29, 2nd paragraph, Art. 36 and Art. 37 

This application should be rejected for the reasons set forth below. Should 
the applicant have any arguments against the reasons, such arguments should be 
submitted within 60 days from the date of dispatch of this notification. 

REASONS 

<1> This invention does not meet the requirements provided under Art. 37 on the 
following points. 

The inventions defined in Claims 21-33 are not identical with the specified 
invention (Claim 10) in both the principal part and the problem. 

The inventions defined in Claims 1*9 are merely those of a prior art level. 

The present invention breaches the provision under Art. 37 of the Patent 
Law, and therefore, as to the inventions other than those defined in Claims 1-20, no 
examination has been conducted except on the requirements provided under this Art. 
37. 

<2> The application in the following claims should not be granted a patent under 
the provision of Article 29, 2nd paragraph of the Patent Law since the inventions 
could have been easily accomplished by those who are skilled in the art, on the basis 
of the inventions either described in the cited publications listed below, which were 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries, or available to the public through 
telecommunications network system prior to the filing date of the subject 
application. 

NOTE (Citations, are listed below.) 

Claims 1-20: 
Citations 1-5 
Remarks: 
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(Claims 1, 3-9, 13, 14 and 17) 

Citation 1 describes a motor vehicle power supply unit in which, where the 
total of suppliable power that is one capable of being supplied from a power supply 
unit to an onboard load is lower or is pre-estimated to be lower than the total of 
required power that is the total of power consumptions of individual onboard loads, 
the unit is able to increase the total of suppliable power or decrease the total of 
required power. 

Claim 6* See line 17 in the upper right column on page 3 to line 5 in the lower 
left column on the same page. 

Claims 7-9, 13 and 14- See line 6 in the lower left column on page 3 to line 4 
in the upper left column on page 4. 

Claim 17^ See line 15 in the lower left column on page 3 to line 2 in the lower 
right column on the same page. 
(Claims 1-5, 8, 19 and 20) 

Citation 2 teaches a motor vehicle power supply unit wherein, where the 
total of suppliable power that is one capable of being supplied from a power supply 
unit to an onboard load is lower or is pre-estimated to be lower than the total of 
required power that is the total of power consumptions of individual onboard loads, 
the unit is able to increase the total of suppliable power. 

Claims 19 and 20' Citation 2 also teaches an electric power generation 
controlled by pre-estimating regenerative electric power. 
(Claims 10 and 11) 

Citation 3 states the point of being provided with a first battery, a second 
battery and a DC/DC power converter. The application of this point to the motor 
vehicle power supply unit described in Citation 1 or 2 would have been easily figured 
out by a skilled artisan. 

Claim 11 : See paragraph [0011] in particular. 
(Claim 12) 

Citation 4 states the point of being provided with a first battery and a second 
battery, and also states that a power generator is provided with a first AC/DC power 
converter for delivering power to/from the first battery, and a second AC/DC 
converter for delivering power to/from the second battery. 
(Claims 15 and 16) 

Citation 5 states a point that a given quantity of a discharged electric energy 
is stored by a storage unit in advance of an engine stop. A skilled artisan would 
have easily applied this point to the motor vehicle power supply unit described in 
Citation 1 or Citation 2. See, in particular, paragraph [0027] of Citation 5. 
(Claim 18) 



7"^ 



To change the order of importance by switch patterns which have been preset 
based on vehicle driving conditions, is just a well known technique in the technical 
field relating to the control of electrical equipment for motor vehicle. If necessary, 
see, for instance, Citation 6 (in particular, paragraphs [0048] -[0053]) or the like. 

<3> The present application does not meet the requirements provided under Art. 
36, 6th paragraph, No. 2 of the Patent Law. 

Claim 1 recites "[A] motor vehicle power supply unit characterized in that, 
where a suppliable total power (or quantity of electricity linked with this suppliable 
power total) which includes power generated by said generator and electric energy 
discharged by said battery, and which can be supplied from said power supply unit to 
said onboard load, is lower or pre-estimated to be lower than a demanded power 
total that is a consumption power total of said individual onboard loads (or quantity 
of electricity linked with this required power total), said suppliable power total is 
increased or said required power total is decreased". In this recitation, use of the 
bracketed expressions, that is, "(or quantity of electricity linked with this suppliable 
power total)" and "(or quantity of electricity linked with this demanded power total)" 
makes the constitution of the invention unclear. 

Consequently, the inventions of Claim 1-20 are not distinct. 

As to the inventions defined in the claims other than the ones pointed out in 
this notification, no reasons for rejection are found so far. In the event reasons for 
rejection are newly found, another notification of reasons for rejection will be issued. 

LIST OF CITATIONS 

1. JP61-280717 

2. JP2000-188802 

3. JP11-318002 

4. JP08-289406 

5. JP09-209790 

6. JP10-075477 



Results of the of prior art search: 

Technical field of search Int. Cl(7) 

B60K 6/02-6/04 
H02P 9/00-9/48 



B60L 1/00 - 15/42 



Prior art documents : 
JP2002- 171604 
JP2001-325976 
JP08-240435 
JP11-136808 
JP04- 143430 
JP2000-050404 
JP2000-324857 

The results of prior art search set forth above do not constitute the reasons 
for rejection. 

If you have any inquiries on the present notification of reasons for rejection, 
or if an interview is desired to be held, please make a contact with the person named 
below. 

Contact information- 

2nd Division of Patent Examination, Patent Office 
Person in charge : Takeshi YONEYAMA 
Telephone 03-3581-1101, Extension 3356 
Facsimile 03-3501-0671 
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